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Since its establishment, the Department of Educalion’s spending rate of 29,5 percent has
risen three times as fast as other non-defense discretionary programs.' In 2016, the federal
budget will provide over $70 billion in discretionary spending and $143% billion in mandatory
funding to education.” Federal regulation of schools through the Department of Education is
occurring in primary and secondary schools as well as in higher education; these extensive
bureaucracies and education agencies drain federal funding 10 states and localities. Recently, the
federal government has been creating various national education standards [or student
achievement and teacher qualification, cansing 55 percent of the red tape in the aducation
:i:..':ila.:rJ:L.3 Mot only 15 the overrcach of the foderal government depleting the natiomal budget and
stunting education development, bul the lederal government also does not have the constitutional

authority to carmry out these actions.

In 1965, Congress passed the Elementary and Sccondary Education Act (ESEA) as parl
ol President Lyndon Johnson's Great Soecicly program (o provide equal educational opportunities
(o all famalics, repardless of income.* Congress reauthorized the ESEA in 20001 with the revised
No Child Lel Behand Act (MCLEB). placing numerous resineiions on school districts.” Detractors
called the law an unconstitutional use of congressional spending power and an unreasonable

unfunded mandate. Recently, President (dhama signed another reauthorization of the ESEA: the
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